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Ruth McKee. Christopher Strange. Doubleday, Doran, 1941. 706 p. 
po «00 


In Christopher Strange Ruth iicKee has chosen to cover a great deal 
of time and space, ranging from Concord to San Francisco and from 
13853 to 1901. In ail she has done a rather creditable job with 
her major cefect being an addiction to detail incompatible with 
the vastness of the matcriel she had to cover. In addition t.iere 
seems to be an air of partisanship which may tend to distort 
historical fact. 


In general she tells the story of Christopher anc his father lake- 
| peace Strange, their life in Concord, the migration in best covered 
: wason style across tne plains, their growth with San lrarcisco end 
Christopncr's final battle with the desert. The story is entire- 
ly too detailed to give much of an outline and the cheracters far 
too numerous to mention other than the more important. Both 
Christopher and Makepeace are ideslists who do tieir best to obtain 
justice for all] in a grossly imatcrialistic worid. Both start 
brilliantly in ti:cir new world of San Francisco and both achieve a 
measure of success. HMakepeace rewarries but dies shortly after. 
Christopher does well in law, enters politics as a minority member 
of a corrupt legislature but can only be a voice of conscience 
without much efrect. In connection with tris section of te book 
one must mention Dave Broderick, Senator rrom California, whose 
ends were the ends of a statesman but whose icans were thosc of a 
politician and who is .killed in a duel in which he engages 
against his convictions, 


Christopher haa marricd Emilia O'Hara and after Bréderick's death 
he @rops politics and devotes hinsclf to his practice and his 
family. Still crusacing against the injustice of vcsted interests 
Christopher becomes the cnemy of San Francisco's "Big Pour" and in 
time his practice is ruincad. Dcath has taken scveral of his 
children, many of his relatives and friends and when his cldest 

son beconcs tubercular the fanily moves to the dcsert rezion 
the modern Polm 
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Here Christopher begins the last battle of his life anc again 
attains a modicum of success in turning a barren desert into fruit- 
ful orchard country. As in his profession, however, fate again 
steps in to crush him through the death of more children and the 
collepse of his agricultural attempts. The book closes with hid 
dcath from a heart attack with only his wife end one daughter re- 
maining to him, 


In general the book is fairly good and should be permitted for 
adult reading. The two most objectionable fcatures are tcndencies 
to predcstination in both Makepeace and Christopher and the ease 
with which Emilia loses her Catholicity under the influence of her 
grandmother Bridget O'Hara, who had shelved her own Catholicity in 
favor of reason and sclf-sufficicncy. 


Elizabeth Goudes. The Golden Skylark. Coward-McCann, 1941. 
337 pe $2.50 


Elizabeth Goudge's The Golden Skylark is a scrics of short storics 
about ciildren of England and the Channel Isles ranging from tho 
time of Herry VIII to the present. Although the author's stated 
purposc is simply that of story-tclling yet each story stresses 
the fact that children arc the most “loveable and most natural 
pcople and the recl riches of the human race, In most cascs the 
storics concern children dircctly but several instances the author 
uscs childrcn to illustrate -incidonts in the lives of such men 

as St, Thomas More and a certain Willd Shakcspcare. 


The Golden Skylark and Madame Ysabcau, dcaling respectively with 
the childhood of Shelley and Juccn Elizabcth are cxccedingly 
interesting and well item. ‘The King's Servant, a tale of St. 
Thomas and his daughter-in-law, Anne Cressacre Nore is tendcr and 
moving, yet powerful, but by far thc most fascinating of the 
cntire collection are the four storics of trie du Frocq children 
who would make even the crusticst bachclor admit that morriage may 
have some -.dvantagcs. 


The book is highly rccommended for cll classes of readors. 


Kethcrine Brush. You Go Your Way. Ferrar & Rinchart, 1941 240 ps 


You Go Your Way is a simpic book anc may be dealt with just as 
Simply. The thenc of the story is Connic Howcll's theory ( recent 
newspaper accounts show that the cuthor evidently belicves in 
practicing her theories) that she could not be marricd happily 
and thoroughly until she had been divorccea at lcast once. Used to 
having her ovm way in everything Connic procceds to pick up ~ 
bushels of cligiblc young malcs, dcvils Bill into leaving her, 
Givorces her husband, attcmpts to cocrce him into courting her 
again and, when that fails, courts him extravagantly hersclf until 
they romarry. The book is humorous in the Thorne Smith style and 
may be read by those who like thct type of amusement. It necd be 
recormended to no one nor should it injure anyone cxcept thosé 
foather-braincd adolcscents who mistcke it for the real thing. 


BOOK OF 7.:D MONTI--AUGUST 67. 
A.J. Cronin. The Keys of the Kingdom. Littl. Brown, July 21, 1041 
344 p. $2.50 : 

To a world torn by hate Dr. Cronin offers a plea for tolerance 
and love of ncéighbor based upon person:l reform, not upon a new 
"diplomatic formule" or claborate reorgenization of socicty. 

The book is thoroughly Catholic insofar as it shows the 
Christicanizing influcnee of Frencis Chisholm on his 
acquaintances. Christianity cocs work when it is properly 
practiced in its fundsnentcls. 


The son of a Scottish fisicrmean, rrancis Chisholm saw as « young 
boy the tresic effect of religious intolersnce and n-te which 
led to the dcath of his motiucr and father. For thc first time 
he felt "a chill bewilderment thet men could hatc cach othcr for 
worshipping the scene God with diffcrent words" (p.18) The 

sccond influence leading toward tolerance cane during the four 
years he lived with his grandpearcnts, the Glcnnics. His grand- 
father, called “iloly Dan","had no quarrel with t!.c churches but 
chastiscd them mildly; it was not the form which mettercd, but 
the funcancntals, humility and charity. Yes, and tolcrancc. It 
was worthless to voicc these scntincnts if oric Gid not practice 
then." (p.35) Charity end tolcrsnee scumed to be bettcr 
precticcd at the home of the athcistic Dr. Tulloch rather than in 
Christicn homes, vrancis notcd. 


Fortunatsly Francis is reseucd “rom tic Glennics! guardansiip, 
wnere lirs. Glennic had been 4 sclfish overlord, by his Aunt 

Polly who scnds him to Holywell where he complctes his college 
cducation. There hc camc in contact vith Father Tarrant, the 
inflcexible Administrator of Studics, who is shockcd by Francis! 
assertion that "“cerced is such an accident of birth God can't sct 
an cxclusive veluc on it," (p.58) and tells him he would have 
made an cdmirable herctic. The Headmaster, rather Hamish Mace 
liabb ("Rusty Mac") is the only one who ecxnc to understand Prancis 
and cncourcssces his individuclity and indecpcndence. During these 
collcge vorvs Frencis fcit some affection for Nora, his childhood 
conpenion. When she cormittcd suicide rather tian be forecd in- 
to marriace by Father in order to lcgimitize her childc., 
Francis duciccd to become 2 nricst. Father Fitzgcrald is anotrcr 
of the inflexible type, whose motto is, "We must reguloria2c". 


Frencis! individuclisia brought him into furthcr difvicultics 
the semincry; in his first curstcship under the intolcrent 
Feather Kezers; and lsatcr under the seanc Pathcr Fitzgcreald whom 
he had antasonizcd before. In cach casu, through no fault of 
his ovm he carncd the dislikc of his pastor. 


Finelly, Bishop itinacNabb, vishing to preserve Frencis'spirit, 
scnt him to Chine to concuct « mission. He hed been promiscd 
by the Scerctary of the kission Socicty a2 flourishing mission 
ana adequete physicel fecilitics. Ile round, in reslity, nothing. 
Through paticnee ane charity snd heard vork he rebuilt a mission 
to which scvcral hundred fervent Christicn (not the "rice 
Christic:ns" attracted by food) becainc attachcd. But ascin 
his personality wos repellent, time to the ilother Suncrior 
of thc small group of religious; lster she realized his chcerity 


| 
| 


Tarrant. 


Upon his recall from China, to make way for two young mission- 
arics, trained in the school of efficicncy (convert cherts, acro- 
planc visitations, etc.) Father Francis reports to his bishop, 
Anselm Mealey, childhood companion and fellov scminarian. 
as children Prancis and Anselm had been different. Now, with 
both in their sixtics, the contrast has beon fully devclopccd, 

The Bishop cxcmplifics the cfficient business-like type of 
ecclesiastic; Father Francis, the sclf-cffacing typc. 


Cronin makcs a strong plea 
showing thet Father Francis! humble anc libcral attituce brings 
better results than those of the more rigid or morc busincss 
like characters as Bishop iicealey and lonsisnors Slccth and 


Emphasis is placed on the fundamentals of love of God and neoighe- 
bor which issound providcd thet tric snccific doctrincs and 
practices which flow from those broad principles arc detcrnincd 
by the Church, not by every incivicual. Soc Catholics will be 
offended by the unflattcring portrayal of scurni-worldly pricsts 
and eccclcsiastics but this docs not scom as important as the 
veilcd plea for dogmetic si:mlification., Desrite this undcr- 


tence, re recommend The of the Kingcom to all rcadcrs as a 
novel thet presents a loveblc Curistian charactor. 
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and repented of her antagonism. That was the normal course of 
persons! attitudes toward Father Francis; dislike eventually 
chansed into resnect, if not love. : 


ror tolcrance in this book, clways 


But at scvcral points hc sccns to pass beyond a plcea 


for personal tolerance to advocacy of dogmatic simplification in 
order to advance relisious unity. A key passage occurs on page 
294, where Father Prencis wrote in his diary. 


I darcsay my upbringing, and that oarly bit of 

the uncaleulable influence of dcar old Danicl Glennic, 
shepcd me towards unduc libcrelity, I love my 
religion, into which I was born, heer I have taucht, 
as best I could for over thirty years, and thich hes 
lcd me unfailingly to the source of all joy, or cvcr- 
lasting swoctness. Yct in my isolation here (i.c., 

in Chine) my outlook has simplifice, clerified with 

my advancing yeers. I've tied up, and ncatly 
away, ©11 the complcx pcttifogging little quirks of 
doctrinc. Frenkly, I can't bclieve thet any of God's 
erceturcs will for all Eternity bccausc of crete 
ing a mutton chop on Friday. If we have the fundencnt- 
als--love or ond our ncishbour--surely we're all 
richt? And isn't it timc for the churches of the world 
to ccase hating one another.....anca unite? The world 
is one living, brcething body, dcpcndent for its 

health on the billions of cclls which comnromisc it.... 
»eand cach tiny ccll is the heart of man... 


XUM 
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Arthur Goodrich, The Sound of Win:s. Applcton, Century, July 
18, 1941. 393 


When Carol dcescrtcd Tom Clary and their thrce children in order 
to rollow a musical carcer, Tom promiscd himsclf to rrisc the 
children anc to wait for Carol's rcturn. Csrol's carccr on the 
stage hed its ups and dorm; she would not rcturn to Tom until 
successful which took ten years. In the menntimc, a cool 
cepable nursc, entcrsa Tom's lifc by caring 
for his children and gradually bcesen to love Tom elthough he 
docs not realizo his ow love for Regina until the day Carol 
returns and fiegina is cbout to re cturn to the West. (This is one 
of many improbable coincidcnecs.) Hc decidcs to marry Regina. 
licither plot nor background (the aircraft industry from the 
early 1920's to the 1 te 1930's) save this froin bcing a very 
mcdiocrc story; the presentation of Tom Clary as a sincerc, 
capable, devoted husband and father (anc "nothcr”), who later 

omerrics while his wife is living, adds a noral objection that 
rendcrs the story unsuitable for adolcscents. 
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